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A World
Within ltself

the li

Darwin may have put the Galapagos Islands on the map, but a bucket-list luxury voyage
brings the fearless wildlife and drama of the remote islands alive in the modern-day world.

ithin mnutes of cur Zodiac
fastening off the island of
Espancla, one of the adest in the
wildite-rich Gaapages klands
whal feels like 3 scene from a
Discovery Channel specal unfolds » frort of cur
eyes. Yards from the beach, a sea lion has just
given birth to a pup in the sand, and the baby
5 hungrily nursing for the first time. Above, 2
frigate bird xnown &< the “pirate of the sky”
circles, anging to stezl its next meal. *There's
always a lot of drama nere It's like 3 soap opera,”
says our gude, Femando Sanchez, as the
mother sea lion begins barking, and her baby
sweelly echoes her dstnd call. *If you kok
around, there are so many stories happening.”
Sanchez's worcs ring true as he continues
to lead us along a designatad trail, where other
than the s«ittish Sally Lightfoot crabs who
scurry back and forth along the lava rocks, the
animals barely seem to nobce us. We're forced
0 navigate around chisters of red-and-teal

maring iguanas that ook nathing Fke our

www.diamondpr.com

South Flerda fnends — who refuse to move
from treir spots in the sun. Like the Big 5 in
Africa, they're ane of the fascinatng must-sees
here, as they con't exist anywhere else in the
workd; and these particular ones amaz ngly
morp® from Black o eir present Christmas- ke
colors during matirg seascn. Winding along the
trail, we quickly grab our cameras, as ancther
captivating story plays out. Twa magnificent waved
albatrosses are invalved in a comical courtship
dance, the birds rapidly clacking their bills lixe
swords, “moaong " then bohbing and weaving
as they check 1o see if the ofher is a warthy
malte for lite, Al of this as a nearby tlowhole
Lheatrical iy shoots sallwaler into the ar. As we
arrive back to our Zodiac an hour or so later, cur
minds already racing with stcries and our fancy
cameras full of images, the newbom sea lion is
being nudgad inta the shallows by its mother,
taking ite first ceremonial dpin the acean.

Travelers can lay back and take in the inmitable sights m
the deck of Ecoventura’s mega-yachts, the Origin and Theary
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THE LAND BEFORE TIME
That breathtaking drama of the Galépagos
lelancs, & remate archipelago situated around
00 miks off mainland Ecuador that served
as the inspiration far Charles Darwin's theary
of evelution, comes to lite whie saling aboard
Ecoventura’s newest mega-yacht, Theory, It's
one of two entical luxury yachls in the
Galbpages touting the prestigious Relais &
Chateaux brand {the other its sister yacht,
Orig n), offering guests the chance to embark
ona 7-night cruise with two different itineranes.
During the week, you'll visit around 8-9 kslands
each weh different personzlites, astorishing
landscapes that crastically range frem dyllic
beaches o barren volcanic rock, and ming-
blowing animal encounters — all while scakng
up the posh amenities and gourmet food that are
synonymous with the Relais & Chateaux name.

The crisp navy-and-white yacht boasts ten
statercams with large, comfy bads, rainfall
showers and floor-to-ceilling windows that forever
connect you with the ocean. A plush communal
lving room that rivals one of a hote leads to a
tar and dining rocm, where & seemngly never-
ending banquel of snacks ang food awalls each
day. In between activities, bartenders who've
mastared your favored drink greet you with a
ccld beverage on the sun deck, where a dip in
the hot tub is encouragad after long nikes.

One of the biggest advantages: the yacht's
twi uberknowledgeahle naturalistaguices, who
break guests into small groups to explore the
islands each day. A staggering 97 percent of the
Galdpegus is protected by the Nationa! Park, which
means visitors must be wih a registered gude
and stay at least six feet away from the anmals o
minimize thz impact on the fragile ervircnment.

Opulece on the high
525 on Ecowentura’s
wsors: 3 landiguana
enjuys a momeat of
sunhathing; a fleck of
flaminges graze inthe
waters of the Galdpegas
achpelago
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*Otherwise, what we hawe here will not be around.
The animals are stll unafraid of pecpie, and we've
been able to preserve the unique flara and fauna
becausz of these regulations,” says Sanchez,

who keeps a strict eaye aut for exoted guests who
wander off cesgnates trals of unleash camera
faches, “Werestil in a bubble, The slands
haven'l changed much since Darwn visiled.'

BUCKET-LIST EXPERIENCES
When Darwin visted the Galdpegos Islancs
for twa manths in 1835, he fordly wrate, “The
achipelago s a litte word within itself * and ths
crulse plunges you nto that dynamic warld. Days
ae jam-packed with three1otive activities, with
the ¢chance to 200m off on Zodacs 1o hike and
explore he island of the cay, or shireny inte a
wetsul for snorkeling.

Curing our first full day on San Cristobal,
we found ourselves dipping in the cerulean biue
waters end basking in the sun with the ever-
present sea lions, who sit in yoga-like pases along
tre share. Even if you're net a berder,
the seabirds of the Galapagos will amaze and
capture your heart. Hiking around Punta Pitt,
we're med with weeks-old blue-footed boobies —
adorably erveloped in fluffy feathers and
whose feet haven't yet burst from white to bright
blue — who wobble and fall as they awswardly
tast out their wings. This is the only place ta
see all three of the icon iz speces, Including
tre red-footad hoaby and Nazea booby, and as
we continue akng the rugged trails, we spy &1

Red-footed bootées may fead at sea but they can often
be seen perching on ceastal lress; the aglive Galdpagos
tortoise is the largest living species of its knd; witness
lava Nows and unique wid ie [like brgdly oolored Saly
Lightfoot crabs) oa Femandina Island

three perched in trees and on rocks nestled
close to the wakway. They inquisitively stare
back at us, allowing us to phatograph their
beiliartly colored besks and feet that I've only
seen in books. Things become samber, though,
when our guide reminds us that sworn enemies
like the thieving frigates often sieep In the same
trees. “Whie it can be heaven for 15, these
desolate sands can be hel 1o some speces
I's a conslant fight for food, partness, or a nest,”
says Sofia Darcuea. *You're always sleeping
with the eramy.”

Our hope is latar renewed on the small island
of Flareana, wrere we stalk (from afar) bright
pink Galdpegoes flamingos wadinrg in a brackish
lake, and tren gddily watch as the flock plerces
the sky n a pink expnsgion. And, cne of the
most incred ble spectackes happens on North
Seymoeur Islang, where male frigates grandly
inflate red pouches on their chests (that ok like
they coulz burst at any momant) in an effort to
lock mare attractive to female mates.

The strangest feeling came an day five,
when after visiting mostly uninhabitad slands,
we were abeuptly launches back mto civllzation
an the bustling sland of Santa Gz, which is

c

www.diamondpr.com

miamindulge.com | AFRIL / MAY 2020 | INDULGE 79


http://www.diamondpr.com
http://www.diamondpr.com

OUTLET: Indulge Magazine
DATE: Spring 2020
REACH: 75,000

= .\

public relations + social medio

the life

80

dotied with hetels, shops and restaurants. That
averwhelming feeing quickly fades whan we
ascend nto the highlands to see the worid-famous
giant torto s2s with their dome-shapea shells
and long nacks rcaming free at El Chato Tortoisa
Resene. Even after snapping tons of phatos,
none trufy caplured their massive size, Later in
the day, during a wsit lo the Charles Carwin
Research Station, we meet a super-hero of sorts,
Supar Diege; the tortcise was brought in from
the San Diego Zoo to help bring back his
subepecies after goats and rats trreatenad to
wipe them out. “He's the fatrer of 800 babes,”
Sanchez informes us, a5 we look at the 1 00-year
old-plus tortaise who barely moves anc 1< in
“refirement” alter 3 job well dene

BELOW THE SURFACE

If you travel between Junz and November,

the Humboldt Current brings cald, nutrient-

rich waters to the Gadpagos, which means

an extraordinary abundance of marne lfe.
“Shark!® yells someone in our group, as everyons
scrambles off tne side of the Jodiac into the
wales, eagerly padding to the area off Bartolemé
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Island where the shark was spatted. The shark
is quickly forgotten, as tiny Galapagas penguins
dwe from recks and dart through the water,
while playful sea lions 2agerly lead our group
through their playground of underwater caves
As | ficat in the shallows, kisurdy lolowing a
group of brightly colored fish, whal looks like a
rock on the ooean foor calches my altention

A pair of eyes suddenly flip open and stare
back at mz — forcing me to blirk to see i | was
imagning things — until a smartly camcuflaged
octopus revaals its hizing place in the sand.

Al of thase once-in-a-lif2time moments, and
those e llantly adaptve and unique animals,
are why the park and guides work so hard to
keep this natural jewel unchanged. As Darwin
wrole, “The ove for all lvng creatures s the
most noble attrbute of man,” and a trip to the
Galapagos will leave you completely in awe of
nature's glory, and hopefuly wth a stronger
drive to protact our planat.

WO3DS EY ANGELA CARYANY. CARLTON

Fmd mare infarmaition at ecovenltura.com
Crises are prced al 388,050 per person

www.diamondpr.com

‘Wel-trained lozal guides lead the way for small greups
of visters at & ti me; unforgattable up close and
persond eapeniences with wild ife.
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